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A Pizza is a Pizza, Right?
Pastor Rick
New Yorkers like long, flat slices that can be folded in half to eat on the go, while Chicago is
known for deep dishes that require forks. Some people like vegetarian; others like meat
lovers; and a minority (with me) like pineapple. While there are many styles, combinations,
and preferences, people recognize a pizza when they see one. If I used the word “pizza” you
would understand me clearly. But that’s not always true with other words…
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Consider this statement made to PK and me a few years back by a student in our Bible
Release Time class here in Rittman: “My church tells me that we believe the same as you, but
I know it’s different.” The point she was making was that while her church claimed to be
teaching the same thing that “any other church believes,” she recognized several distinctions.
The major and minor differences of our content were made glaringly obvious when she
finished her statement. “I know us Mormons believe differently than Christians.”
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The GO Team is planning on ministering in Utah this summer. Utah is known for its heavy
concentration of Mormons, also known as “the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.”
My heart is heavy for this group of people for one specific reason: they are not Christians.
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That may sound crazy to you. Afterall, many times Mormons appear to be similar to us.
They faithfully go to church, they are conservative, family-oriented people, and they are bent
on doing good around them. They send missionaries to every corner of the globe. If
evangelical churches were pizzas, they’d claim to be pizza too.
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But for all their similarities, several disturbing differences come to light upon a close
examination. For instance, they believe that God the Father is a human and has flesh and
bone like we do. They teach He was once a man, who obeyed his God, became exalted, and
is now our God. When they use the term “God” they do not mean what we mean. The
same could be said of the word “Gospel.” We understand the Bible to teach that Jesus died
for our sins so that we can be reconciled to the One True God Who created us and loves us.
A Mormon believes that the gospel is the process of becoming a god himself by carefully
following the strict rules of Mormonism. They don’t believe in the same Jesus as we do,
either! We believe in the Only Son of God, not polytheism (a bunch of gods all over). In
other words, Mormonism isn’t just “another style of pizza” – there’s no crust, no sauce, and
no toppings!
When I announced this year’s destination, I told the teens that we’ve been places where there
is no hope. Now we are traveling to a place steeped in false hope. Put another way, while
they claim to be “like us,” they are not.
A pizza is a pizza, unless it is something else entirely.
It’s time to get GO-ing for Utah.
P.S. Be on the lookout for specific ways you can be supporting our team this year!

Student Ministries
Wednesdays from 7:00-8:15
Ages 3 - Grade 5

PM

We are so excited to be taking a group of students to WOL’s “March Hoopla” event on
March 14th. We will start out at an indoor trampoline park, make our way to a church for
lunch and the presentation of the gospel by one of our own, Pastor Rick Thompson, then
we will stop at a recreational center for group games before returning to the church.
It is not to late to register or to invite more friends. See Seka Masters to register.
Wednesday Night Teaching Series:
March
April
May

Under Construction: Character
Fearless: Courage to Stand
Deep Roots: Strengthening Faith for Future Growth

Synergy Snapshot:
Teaching Series:
March
4th
11th
18th
26th
April
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Mental Health
“Solving Stress” (Stress)
“Who Am I?” (Depression/Fear)
“On What Scale?” (Anger)
“Triumphant Faith” (Anxiety/Worry)
Training Days
“Don’t Be a Fool”
“Clear the Schedule”
“God’s Workout Plan”
“Never Lift Alone”
“You Are What You Eat”

Activities & Events:
April 25th

Spring Retreat at Camp CHOF - More details to come!

May 3rd

Graduate Service

May 17th

YES Service
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Church Calendar
March
1

May
3

Carry-in / Afternoon Grad. Service /

Autumnwood Ministry
3 Deacons Meeting
6-7 Couples Retreat
8 Choir (4:30-6:00 PM)

5
9

Autumnwood Ministry
Deacons Meeting
VBS Decoration Work Day
Worship Team Practice/Fellowship

11
14

Mom to Mom
Submerged (9:00-10:30 AM)

10
13

Mother’s Day
Mom to Mom

15

WOL March Hoopla
Combined Adult Sunday School (Glicks)

16
17

Men’s Fellowship
YES Service

17

Small Groups

21

Small Groups
Choir (4:00-4:45 PM)
Submerged (9:00-10:30 AM)

22
28
29

Carry-in / Afternoon Service /

Choir (4:30-6:00 PM)
Clothing Ministry
Small Groups
Choir (4:00-4:45 PM)

June
2
7
14

Deacons Meeting
Carry-in / Afternoon Service /
Autumnwood Ministry
VBS Staff Meeting

21

Father’s Day

April
5

12

Carry-in / Autumnwood Ministry
Choir (12:40-1:00 PM)

July
27-31 Vacation Bible School

No Afternoon Service
Resurrection Sunday
7:30am - Sunrise Service
8:15am - Sunrise Breakfast
9:15am - Sunday School
10:00am - Worship Service

14

Deacons Meeting

15
18
19
25

Mom to Mom (Note: 3rd Wed.)
VBS Decoration Work Day
Small Groups
Hillside Community Breakfast
Synergy Spring Retreat
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Upcoming Services & Events
Clothing Ministry
Saturday, March 29 - 9:00 am-12:00 pm
Now collecting gently used clothes!
Place under the coat racks in the entry by the carport.
See page 6 of this newsletter to see other ways that you
can be a part of this ministry!

Spring Cleaning
Be on the lookout for a list of Spring Cleaning tasks at the Welcome Center.
Would you consider giving some of your time to help complete the tasks
before Resurrection Sunday? Thank you in advance to all who will help in
this way.

Resurrection Sunday
Who could you invite to join us for our
Resurrection Sunday services? Watch
for invitation cards to be available with
service times in the coming weeks.
7:30am - Sunrise Service
8:15am - Sunrise Breakfast
9:15am - Sunday School
10:00am - Worship Service
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Choir
Choir will begin practicing at the beginning
of March for Resurrection Sunday. Would
you consider being a part of the choir? We
would love to have you join us!
Practice Schedule:
Mar. 8

4:30-6:00

PM

Mar. 15

4:00-4:40

PM

Mar. 22

4:30-6:00

PM

Mar. 29

4:00-4:40

PM

Apr. 5

12:40-1:00

Hillside Happenings

PM

Hillside Community
Breakfast

1ST-5TH GRADE STUDENTS
ARE INVITED TO

MARCH
HOOPLA

April 25th | 8:00-10:30 am
Invite your friends and join us for breakfast!
More information will be coming soon.
Be on the lookout for ways that you can help
make this event possible:
•

cook the food

March 14th | Invite Your Friends

•

serve the food

- See Seka Masters to register -

•

be a host and help our
guests feel welcome

Trampoline park
Pizza party
Guest Speaker: Pastor Rick
Group Games

If you have ideas of how we can interact and connect
with our guests or if you have any questions,
please see Tom Westover.

VBS Decoration Work Days
Want to get involved in putting together some of our VBS decorations for “Big Fish Bay”?
Join us on the mornings of April 18th and/or May 9th at the Porr’s house to help build or
paint the set. Watch for more details in the coming weeks.
See Lisa Mangun with any questions.
8:00am -12:30pm
Come and go as your schedule allows!
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Hillside Clothing Ministry:
Saturday, March 28th
We will be hosting our annual Free Clothing
Giveaway. This outreach allows us to meet physical
needs by providing clothes and hygiene packs free of
charge to local families with the goal of also
identifying spiritual needs that they may also have.
Each family that comes is assigned a personal
shopper from our church who assists them in finding
clothes for their family while getting to know them
and some potential prayer needs that they may have. In the past, we have provided clothing for
about 100 individuals each year. Please consider how you and your family may get involved in
helping to serve in this ministry. Please see below for many areas that we will be looking for
individuals to get involved to help make this ministry a success.

How can I help?
•

Donating Clothes: We are now accepting donations of clothes. Donated clothes can be placed in
bags under the coat racks by the main entrance. Clothes should be gently used and are preferred to be
spring/summer attire. Shoes, belts, accessories are also accepted. If able to sort clothes based on size,
this helps with sorting (but is not required).

•

Sorting Clothes: In the coming weeks, there will be some Sorting Days in the fellowship hall. Signup at the welcome center if you are interested in helping to sort clothes.

•

Providing Personal Hygiene Items: We will be collecting items in the marked bin in the foyer
from now until Wednesday, March 25th.

•

Being a Personal Shopper: Watch for a sign-up at the welcome center to be a personal shopper.

•

Providing/Serving Food: Watch for a sign-up on the welcome center for food items that will be
needed and to help prepare/serve food.

•

Assist with Childcare: Watch for a sign-up at the welcome center to watch kids while parents serve
or shop. This would be a great area for teens to get involved.

•

Help Clean Up: Watch for a sign up at the welcome center to assist in clean up at the conclusion of
the event. Many helpers make for cleanup to go much quicker.

•

Pray for the outreach: Please be in prayer for the people that will be attending this outreach. Pray
that we can meet physical and spiritual needs of these individuals and make lasting relationships with
those needed. Please also be in prayer for the helpers and the preparations for this outreach.
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